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Australian PM Warns China to Learn From
Putin’s Mistakes: AFR

Albanese says Ukraine invasion was a “strategic failure”
Australian PM will join NATO leaders for meeting in Spain
2022.06.28. Ben Westcott

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has warned the Chinese government
to learn the lessons of Russia's “strategic failure” in Ukraine, as he heads to
Europe for a meeting of NATO leaders.

In an interview with the Australian Financial Review, conducted en route to Spain
for the NATO meeting, Albanese said the Ukraine invasion had brought democratic
nations together, “whether they be members of NATO, or non-members such as
Australia.”

When asked what message the Chinese government should take from Russia’'s
invasion of Ukraine, particularly for its ambitions toward Taiwan, Albanese said the
war “had shown attempts to impose change by force on a sovereign country meet

resistance.”

The Chinese government under President Xi Jinping has been clear in its ambitions
to unite China with the democratic island of Taiwan in coming decades. Beijing has
long considered Taiwan to be a renegade province, despite the two being
separately governed for more than 70 years. In recent years, China has ramped

up its military exercises and drills in the air and sea around Taiwan in what the



US and its allies have said is a pattern of growing aggression.

The government in Taipei asserts the island is a de facto independent country

awaiting wider international recognition.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian said Tuesday at a regular press
briefing in Beijing that “Taiwan is by no means Ukraine. They are not comparable
at all. Taiwan is not a sovereign country.

“We hope relevant politicians can avoid making irresponsible remarks,” he added.

Albanese’s latest comments come at a time when Australia and China are
tentatively exploring restarting diplomatic engagement wunder the center-left
Albanese government, which was sworn in just over a month ago after winning a

May election.

However there are still a large number of points of diplomatic tension between the
countries, including Beijing's growing presence in the Pacific, punitive measures
placed by China on Australian exports and the detention of two prominent Chinese

Australians.

Albanese will join the leaders of three other Asia-Pacific nations -- Japan, South
Korea and New Zealand -- at the NATO summit in Spain, before flying to Paris for

a meeting to work on mending ties with French President Emmanuel Macron.

Diplomatic relations between France and Australia have been tense since Macron's
government accused former Prime Minister Scott Morrison of abandoning a French
submarine contract with no warning in late 2021, in favor of a nuclear fleet
provided by the US and the UK.

The Australian leader has also been invited to visit Ukraine by President

Volodymyr Zelenskiy but has not yet confirmed whether he will make the trip.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-06-28/australian-pm-warns-china-t

o-learn-from-putin-s-mistakes-afr#xj4y7vzkg Bloomberg




After submarine row, Macron tells Australian PM

he wants to focus on future
2022.07.01. Michel Rose

French President Emmanuel Macron told new Australian Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese he wanted to focus on the future as they try to rebuild relations badly

strained by his predecessor's decision to ditch a submarine contract with Paris.

Relations between the two Western allies reached a low last October when Australia
cancelled a multi-billion dollar French submarine programme and opted for

submarines to be built with U.S. and British technology instead.

Receiving Albanese at the Elysee Palace in Paris, the pair were asked if Australia
should apologise.

"He's not responsible for what happened,” Macron replied. "We'll speak about the
future, not the past."

The decision to scrap the lucrative contract had incensed Paris.

Macron reacted with fury, recalling the French ambassador to Australia, accusing
the then-Australian prime minister, conservative Scott Morrison, of lying, while the
French foreign minister said Canberra had "stabbed its ally in the back".

But Morrison's party lost elections in May and his Labour successor has pledged

to rebuild ties with France.

In his statement at the French presidential palace, Albanese thanked Macron for
the warm welcome and appeared to allude to the dispute: "Trust, respect, and
honesty matter," he said.

Paris, which has 1 million citizens living in territories spanning the Indian and
Pacific Ocean and 8,000 troops stationed there, had made Australia a cornerstone

of its Indo-Pacific strategy to counter the rise of China.

France has supplied war planes to India and Indonesia in particular to build

military ties with countries in the region.

On Friday, Macron said the two would discuss defence and geo-strategic issues but
also "'new projects" in terms of renewable energy, critical metals, space, and the



poles, with the two countries both having territories in the Antarctic.

https://www.reuters.com/world/after-submarine-row-macron-tells-australian-pm-he

-wants-focus-future-2022-07-01/ Reuters
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China, Russia and <climate change: why
Australia’s place at the NATO Summit was so

important
2022.07.01. Susan Harris Rimmer

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese admitted at the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO) Public Forum that some Australians may not understand why
he’'s at a NATO meeting in Spain. But that since COVID and the invasion of
Ukraine, more Australians understood how connected nations are to each other

and we can no longer “compartmentalise”.

NATO is a treaty-based organisation created in 1949 by the United States, Canada,
and several Western European nations to provide collective security against the

Soviet Union. Australia isn’'t a member, but an “enhanced opportunities partner”.

This was the first time Australia, Japan, South Korea and New Zealand were invited
as special guests to attend a NATO summit. While left unsaid by the prime
minister, it was crucially important Australia attend at the leaders level and make
our mark to secure Europe’s attention on Indo-Pacific security challenges.

Our invitation was clearly influenced by US President Joe Biden’'s strong view “the
linkage in security between the Indo-Pacific and the Euro-Atlantic is only

deepening”.

The prime minister took the opportunity of the visit to send a message to the
Chinese government that it should learn the lessons from Russia’s “strategic

failure” in Ukraine.

As it transpired, the Madrid Summit felt to many like a watershed moment that
may influence Australian and global national security in the future.



NATO and the partners demonstrated a unified commitment to the rule of law,
sovereign borders and human security in Europe and beyond. All this in the face
of the Russian invasion of Ukraine and the precedent it sets for other would-be

aggressors.

NATO had to also consider their response to China’s growing influence and
assertiveness and the security consequences of climate change. These are both of

crucial import to Australia’s future.

The impact and importance of diplomatic moments like these need to be better
communicated to the Australian public through the Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade (DFAT).

What happened at the Summit?
NATO’s 30 members met to discuss Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and endorse the
new NATO Strategic Concept.

There were some clear headlines:

NATO will increase its troops on high alert by more than sevenfold to over
300,000

NATO formally invited Finland and Sweden to join the alliance after Turkey

withdrew its objections

the Strategic Concept document defines Russia as the “most significant and direct
threat” to Allies’ security.

This document also addresses China for the first time and the challenges Beijing
poses toward Allies’ security, interests and values. The language used about China
is frank, with statements including:

The PRC employs a broad range of political, economic and military tools to
Increase its global footprint and project power, while remaining opaque about its
strategy, intentions and military build-up [---] It strives to subvert the rules-based
International order, including in the space, cyber and maritime domains.

China has responded that:

NATO's so-called new Strategic Concept is only old wine in a new bottle. It still



has not changed the Cold War mentality of creating imaginary enemies and bloc

confrontation.

NATO also states climate change is “a defining challenge of our time”. This is in
accordance with the view of former defence chiefs aired in the context of the

federal election.

Australia has been deepening ties with NATO

Australia’s invitation is the result of a long-term strategy to deepen ties with
NATO. Australia is a partner not a member, and so this invitation to the
Asia-Pacific countries is significant. It reflects NATO’s intent to focus on China
and Indo-Pacific security for the first time in its history.

Australia’s relationship with NATO began to grow closer as a result of our
deployments in Afghanistan under the NATO-led International Security Assistance
Force. Australia and NATO signed a joint political declaration in June 2012, then
Individual Partnership and Cooperation Programs in 2013 and 2017.

In 2014, NATO further recognised Australia as a “valuable, capable and reliable
partner” by granting Australia “enhanced opportunities partner” status (along with

Finland, Georgia, Jordan, Sweden and Ukraine).

And in August 2019, Australia and NATO signed a renewed partnership agreement
during an historic visit of NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg to Australia.

Side goals
The prime minister also had some important goals on the sidelines of the summit,

including:

a visit to Paris to improve the relationship with France after the AUKUS submarine

announcement

talks to reinvigorate the EU trade relationship

and bilateral meetings with the King and Queen of Spain, UK Prime Minister Boris

Johnson, and US President Joe Biden.

He may include a visit to Ukraine, security allowing, following the Indonesian
president’s recent visit to Kyiv. The prime minister had been urged to visit

Ukraine to underscore his commitment to that issue. He had stated:



Australia is the largest non-NATO contributor to the effort supporting the
sovereignty of Ukraine and their struggle against the barbaric and illegal war being
undertaken by Russia.

These opportunities to deepen personal contacts with other world leaders are

crucial to successful Australian diplomacy.

https://theconversation.com/china-russia-and-climate-change-why-australias-place

-at-the-nato-summit-was-so-important-185588 The Conversation
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