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As leaders of Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States, guided by our
enduring ideals and shared commitment to the international rules-based order, we
resolve to deepen diplomatic, security, and defense cooperation in the Indo-Pacific
region, including by working with partners, to meet the challenges of the
twenty-first century. As part of this effort, we are announcing the creation of an
enhanced trilateral security partnership called “‘AUKUS” — Australia, the United
Kingdom, and the United States.

Through AUKUS, our governments will strengthen the ability of each to support
our security and defense interests, building on our longstanding and ongoing
bilateral ties. We will promote deeper information and technology sharing. We will
foster deeper integration of security and defense-related science, technology,
industrial bases, and supply chains. And in particular, we will significantly deepen

cooperation on a range of security and defense capabilities.

As the first initiative under AUKUS, recognizing our common tradition as maritime
democracies, we commit to a shared ambition to support Australia in acquiring
nuclear-powered submarines for the Royal Australian Navy. Today, we embark on
a trilateral effort of 18 months to seek an optimal pathway to deliver this
capability. We will leverage expertise from the United States and the United
Kingdom, building on the two countries’ submarine programs to bring an

Australian capability into service at the earliest achievable date.

The development of Australia’s nuclear-powered submarines would be a joint
endeavor between the three nations, with a focus on interoperability, commonality,
and mutual benefit. Australia is committed to adhering to the highest standards
for safeguards, transparency, verification, and accountancy measures to ensure
the non-proliferation, safety, and security of nuclear material and technology.
Australia remains committed to fulfilling all of its obligations as a non-nuclear
weapons state, including with the International Atomic Energy Agency. Our three
nations are deeply committed to wupholding our leadership on global

non-proliferation.

Recognizing our deep defense ties, built over decades, today we also embark on
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further trilateral collaboration under AUKUS to enhance our joint capabilities and
interoperability. These initial efforts will focus on cyber capabilities, artificial
intelligence, quantum technologies, and additional undersea capabilities.

The endeavor we launch today will help sustain peace and stability in the
Indo-Pacific region. For more than 70 years, Australia, the United Kingdom, and
the United States, have worked together, along with other important allies and
partners, to protect our shared values and promote security and prosperity.
Today, with the formation of AUKUS, we recommit ourselves to this vision.
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Now, to quickly get into the topic of what we are discussing today: As you know,
at 5:00 p.m., President Biden will be delivering remarks. He will be delivering
remarks alongside Prime Minister Morrison of Australia and Prime Minister Johnson
of the UK, and they will be announcing the creation of a new trilateral security
partnership between our three nations focused on the Indo-Pacific region.

The partnership is named AUKUS — that is A-U-K-U-S.

[ think this is an historic announcement. It reflects the Biden administration’s
determination to build stronger partnerships to sustain peace and stability across
the entire Indo-Pacific region. This new architecture is really about deepening

cooperation on a range of defense capabilities for the 21st century.

And again, these relationships with Great Britain and Australia are time tested —
our oldest allies, generally. This is designed not only to strengthen our
capabilities in the Indo-Pacific but to link Europe, and particularly Great Britain,

more closely with our strategic pursuits in the region as a whole.

This new architecture, this new alignment is about collaborating on joint
capabilities and pursuing deeper interoperability. And you will see several things:
One, we will announce a new architecture of meetings and engagements among
our senior defense and foreign policy officials to share perspectives, to align
views. But we will also announce efforts to spur cooperation across many new
and emerging arenas — cyber; Al — particularly applied Al; quantum technologies;

and some undersea capabilities as well.

We'll also work to sustain and deepen information and technology sharing, and I
think you're going to see a much more dedicated effort to pursue integration of
security and defense-related science, technology, and industrial bases, and supply
chains. This will be a sustained effort over many years to see how we can marry
and merge some of our independent and individual capabilities into greater

trilateral engagement as we go forward.

We undertake this effort as part of a larger constellation of steps, including

stronger bilateral partnerships with our traditional security partners in Asia —
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Japan, South Korea, Thailand, the Philippines — and also stronger engagement with
new partners like India, Vietnam, and new formations like the Quad. And, as you
know, the Quad will be held in person for this first time next week.

But for AUKUS, in addition to this set of strategic and defense-related steps, our
first initiative as part of AUKUS is the three countries will announce, later today, a
shared ambition to support Australia’s desire to acquire nuclear-powered
submarines. And we will launch a trilateral effort of 18 months, which will involve
teams — technical and strategic and navy teams — from all three countries to

identify the optimal pathway of delivery of this capability.

And I think, as you know, the only country that the United States has shared,
traditionally, this kind of nuclear technology for propulsion is Great Britain, and

that arrangement dates back to 1958.

We are adding — this is a unique set of circumstances — Australia to that deep
partnership to explore the best ways for Australia to pursue nuclear-powered

submarines.

[ do want to underscore that this will give Australia the capability for their
submarines to basically — to deploy for longer periods. They're quieter. They're
much more capable. They will allow us to sustain and to improve deterrence

across the Indo-Pacific.

I do want to underscore that the Biden administration remains deeply committed to
American leadership and nonproliferation. This is nuclear propulsion. Australia
has no intention of pursuing nuclear weapons. And Australia is, in fact, a leader

in all nonproliferation efforts in the NPT and elsewhere.

Australia, again, does not seek and will not seek nuclear weapons; this is about
nuclear-powered submarines. But it's a very important initiative that will basically

set us on a new course of trilateral cooperation into the 21st century.

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Thanks very much. TI'll just follow up on
what my colleague said about nonproliferation by adding that this partnership is,
in many ways, possible because of Australia’s longstanding and demonstrated

commitment to nuclear nonproliferation.

The partnership is going to be taken fully consistent with our respective
nonproliferation obligations over the next 18 months during this consultation

period.



Our shared objective is to maintain the strength of the nonproliferation regime and
Australia’s exemplary nonproliferation credentials. That will be central to the
discussion. And, you know, as we embark on the effort for the next 18 months,
we will be engaged fully with the IAEA.

Q Thank you so much for doing this call. [ understand that you're saying that
this move is — [ understand that you're saying that this move is not about any
one country. But, obviously, I would think that these are — these are submarines.
This is about national security, when you're talking about enforcing rules and, you
know, a rules-based order, and talking about having submarines that have more
stealth capabilities.

That clearly seems like this is about security matters and this is about military
threat. And it would seem like the only country that is not involved would be
China. So, I guess, can you talk more about — it seems like this is a military
move aimed at China. How can it not be?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Look, I have nothing further to add than
what ['ve said. This is not aimed at any one country. This is about a larger

effort to sustain the fabric of engagement and deterrence in the Indo-Pacific.

We have a history of innovation, upgrading capabilities. [ would urge you to look
at it in this context. And I would simply say that I think one of the things that
the United States has done most effectively in the Indo-Pacific is to secure peace

and stability and to be the ultimate guarantor of that rules-based order.

[ think it'd be fair to say, over the last several years, there have been questions:
Does the United States still have the stomach? Do we have the wit and wisdom

that we want to continue to play that role?

What President Biden is saying with this initiative is: Count us in. We are all in
for a deeper, sustained commitment to the Indo-Pacific, and we recognize that our

— one of our critical roles is indeed the maintenance of peace and stability there.
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We are pleased with the progress in our trilateral program for Australia to
establish a conventionally armed, nuclear-powered submarine capability. We are
fully committed to establishing a robust approach to sharing naval propulsion
technology with Australia that strengthens the global non-proliferation regime.
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