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The Biden Administration’s North Korea Policy
and the US-DPRK relations

Prof. JUN Bong-geun

(Korea National Diplomatic Academy)

Questions

O Under the Biden Presidency, what are prospects for the US-North Korea relations?

Three critical variables here are Kim’s policy toward the Biden Administration, Biden’s
NK policy, and Moon'’s intervention and ability to resume US-North Korea dialogue.

What will be the Biden Administration’s North Korea policy and denuclearization
strategy? Will it be the return of the “strategic patience(containing and waiting)” or
continuation of the summit and love-letter diplomacy of Trump or anything else?

What will be responses of Kim to the Biden administration? Will North Korea return
to the year 2017 and the era of brinkmanship diplomacy, or maintain the current
moratorium of nuclear and missile test and expect to resume dialogue with the
Biden administration?

What should we do to resume the dialogue and denuclearization process with

North Korea?

Mone of these options have worked.
But we have to choose & persist. What to choose?

(ROK -USA) . -

Engagement. Living with Peace-regime
Diplomatic A Nuclear NK building:
Normalization

Forced Denuclearization
military strike, collapse,
Containment: regime change

balance of terror

Confrontation-
Containment

(DPRK) Muclear CVID/FFVD
Armament



Biden’s North Korea Policy?

Returning to 'strategic patience’?

- maybe not; 1)during the Obama period, SK had conservative Lee, Park gov't, 2)Biden’s

dialogue principle and desire to solve nuclear problem, 3)SK's appeal to resume a dialogue

Most Democratic U.S. experts support 1) dialogue w/ NK, 2) step-by-step approach,
3) nuclear freeze first
But US would retaliate NK provocations, as Biden never wants to be seen weak

Holding a summit with Kim?

- not likely in the near future

- two conditions for the summit: working-level negotiations, progress for denuclearization

Suggestions to the Biden admin.

- To engage with NK asap before NK goes astray

- To refrain from slandering Kim or its regime

- To honor the 2018 Singapore joint statement

- To closely coordinate with SK and to cooperate with China

Kim’s Responses to the Biden Admin?

Missile and nuclear tests again?

maybe: 1)to tame a new dialogue partner, 2)to attract US attention, 3)to up the
ante for a nuclear deal, 3)technical needs of new weapons testing, 4)short-range
missile testing was condoned by Trump, 5)my-way to a ‘nuclear weapon state’, 6)to
retaliate US slandering, defaming

More likely to refrain from testing for the time being: 1)to avoid further sanctions,
2)to revive a nuclear deal, 3)no needs for testing for now.

Kim’'s demands from Biden?

To ease economic sanctions to trade with SK and China

To provide humanitarian aids?

To honor the Singapore Kim-Trump joint statement?

To continue a dialogue with the US, including Kim-Biden summit

Revisiting the Denuclearization Strategy: Return to Basics

Painful pressure and real incentives should be combined together. Pressing for NK's
'decisive concessions’ never worked. NK could walk away or resort to a
brinkmanship tactic.

As NK accumulates more nuclear weapons every year, we pay more for the



denuclearization tomorrow than today.

» It is not pressure but a ‘coincidence/exchange of interests’ that makes NK to agree
and ‘stay’ in nuclear agreements. We need to create "an environment for
denuclearization” to have a sustainable agreement.

= To achieve a denuclearization, all bilateral hostile relations(inter-Korean, NK-US, NK-
Japan) in the region should be normalized in parallel.

» We need to choose a realistic, sustainable NK policy option; Regime change, balance
of terror, living with the NK nukes are either too dangerous or expensive. We should
consider Plan A(peace regime- building) combined with, and backed by Plan B

(building a military deterrent)

Preparing for a working-level negotiation
1) Roadmap: big deal vs. small deal
-US demanded 1) Youngbyon plus , 2) definition of denuclearization, 3) roadmap; In order
to get NK answers, US needs to provide corresponding measures.
2) first deal: youngbyon vs. all nuclear material facility freeze
3) Verification: full declaration, inspection vs. nuclear disarmament
— DPRK walked away from every nuclear deals before verification.
4) Corresponding measures: sanction relief vs. security assurance
-DPRK needs both
5) Peace-Regime building: w/ peace treaty vs. w/o peace treaty

- Peace treaty involves such difficult issues as UNC, USFK, China’s participation.
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